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Course and Instructor Evaluation

Past research shows that the students' answers to any one question can be noisy, more prone to biases, and provide less useful data
for evaluating courses and instructors. Since interpreting individual questions, including their relative highs and lows, can easily lead
to inaccurate conclusions due to low reliability, individual question responses are not available in any standard report. 

However, combining students' responses to several questions aimed at measuring the same underlying attribute can improve the
quality of the measures. Therefore, the statistics displayed for each attribute (mean, median, mode, and standard deviation) are
calculated from the grouped responses to all the questions in each topical block.

All questions below use a 5-point response scale: 1-strongly disagree to 5-strongly agree

Learning

Competency Statistics Value

Mean 4.59

Median 5.00

Mode 5

Standard Deviation 0.67

Organization

Competency Statistics Value

Mean 4.68

Median 5.00

Mode 5

Standard Deviation 0.58

Enthusiasm (Taylor Cyr)

Competency Statistics Value

Mean 4.45

Median 5.00

Mode 5

Standard Deviation 0.79

Individual rapport (Taylor Cyr)

Competency Statistics Value

Mean 4.75

Median 5.00

Mode 5

Standard Deviation 0.61
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Comparison Detail for Course and Instructor Evaluation

Learning

Organization

Enthusiasm (Taylor Cyr)

Individual rapport (Taylor Cyr)

Varied Rating Scale Responses

The varied rating scale responses are statistically reliable as individual questions.
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Course difficulty relative to other courses was

1. Course difficulty relative to other courses was

Statistics Value

Mean 2.86

Median 3.00

Mode 3

Standard Deviation 0.56

Course workload relative to other courses was

1. Course workload relative to other courses was

Statistics Value

Mean 2.91

Median 3.00

Mode 3

Standard Deviation 0.61

Course pace was

1. Course pace was

Statistics Value

Mean 2.95

Median 3.00

Mode 3

Standard Deviation 0.38
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Hours per week required outside of class

1. Hours per week required outside of class

Statistics Value

Mean 2.14

Median 2.00

Mode 2

Standard Deviation 0.35
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Comparison Detail for Varied Rating Scale Responses

1. Course difficulty relative to other courses was

2. Course workload relative to other courses was

3. Course pace was

4. Hours per week required outside of class
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Short Answer Responses

What would you like to tell other Wash U students thinking about taking this course?

Comments

I enjoyed this class as an introduction to a more structured way of thinking about morality.

Good introduction to ethics.

This course challenges your ability to think about current problems in society in new ways, and is very interesting.

This course really helped me to think about reality in new and various ways and consider morality's role in our daily decisions

Great introduction to philosophy foundations!

It was a great intro class that I would recommend if you want to learn about philosophy

Good introduction course to philosophy and related topics.

It is a bit challenging, because it is an area that I have never really studied before. However, it was very interesting to me, which
made it easier to learn.

This is a great introductory ethics course to take if you have an interest in philosophy or are just willing to explore different academic
fields.

Great course, its ideas and concepts are very applicable to life. Course structure and assignments were all very organized and
reasonable. I had absolutely no complaints.

Take it. It's a very interesting course.

This is an interesting course, and the professor's really nice!

Not discussion based. Just lecture

Describe at least one thing about this course that helped you learn.

Comments

This class exposed me to other views of ethics that I would have never considered otherwise.

Powerpoints were very helpful.

Uploading class slides onto Canvas was very helpful for me in preparing for exams and reviewing after classes in case I missed
anything or fell behind in taking notes during lectures.

Take notes on the readings.

The powerpoints and lectures

Having to understand many different perspectives and arguments from readings.

The readings and reading quizzes were tedious, but they helped me out a lot in the end.

I liked having lecture slides posted prior to class/posted in a timely manner so that I could follow the lecture during/after class if I
missed notes.

The readings were extremely well chosen and helpful. The professor was also very helpful when discussing outside class and was
able to point us to outside resources to foster more of our interest. The memes at the start of each lesson were also very
entertaining.

The lectures were interesting and the readings were as well

I thought the way the instructor broke down and clarified the readings in class was really helpful.

Lecture slides
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Describe at least one thing that could be changed about this course to help you learn.

Comments

I did not like that every question wrong on a reading quiz after the two drops was a point off of my final grade. This made me more
concerned with trying to read for the answers to reading quizzes than actually understand the points of view and made the class
unnecessarily stressful.

I think a little less reading would have been helpful. Try to incorporate just 1 reading before each class. As this class is introductory, I
bet most of us hadn't had much experience reading philosophical literature beforehand; I know I hadn't. Therefore, I had difficulty
getting through just one article per class. I also don't think some of the quiz questions were entirely fair. Several times I had put in a
good faith effort reading, and I failed the quiz. 

Since the readings are particularly dense, I would suggest making one of two changes to the course structure. 1) Create concise
summaries of the assigned readings prior to the corresponding readings' due dates. This way, students can reference the
documents as guides through readings they find particularly dense selections. 2) Cover the topic in class, then assign a
corresponding, follow–up reading, then have a corresponding quiz to start the next class. 

I also think there should just be a quiz every class. Great content in the class!

More guidance on the philosophy essay process.

more instruction for reading quizzes

Another paper or tasks involving applying knowledge.

N/A

Sometimes I felt like the pop quizzes were worded a bit unclearly leading to confusion, so I would recommend more clarity

A little bit more detailed feedback on the essays could have been helpful.

More collaborative work

I really liked this course, and I don't think I would change anything.

More engaging lectures or discussions. Reading quizzes didn't always seem fair, and the grading on papers and exams was
inconsistent

Classroom Environment

The instructor Taylor Cyr promoted an inclusive learning environment with regard to the diversity of
student personal backgrounds and identities.

1. The instructor Taylor Cyr promoted an inclusive learning environment with regard to the diversity of student personal backgrounds
and identities.

Statistics Value

Mean 4.65

Median 5.00

Mode 5

Standard Deviation 0.93

Where relevant, please give specific examples to explain your answer above.

Comments

As part of the curriculum, Professor Cyr discusses how philosophy doesn't include many marginalized voices (hence feminist
ethics) and he prefaced discussion with openness to different opinions.
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Personalized Questions

What reading or unit did you most enjoy?

Comments

I most enjoyed the unit about climate change since it is an issue I care very deeply about.

Plato's Euthyphro

Nagel's Death perspective

Climate change

I most enjoyed learning about current debates surrounding euthanasia and the death penalty

I thought the abortion unit was really good, especially Judith Jarvis Thomson's piece. Even though I may have different beliefs on the
matter, I thought that reading was incredibily thought provoking.

Euthanasia

Climate Change

Letter from Birmingham Jail. Very inspiring and thought–provoking

tie between: Singer – Thomson's Defense of Abortion & Velleman's Against Right to Die

The unit on whether death is bad (for the one who dies), Thomson's "A defense of abortion", and Singer's solution to world poverty
all stood out to me.

The feminist ethics reading

Euthanasia.

I liked learning about Kantianism and ethical theories.

I really enjoyed the last unit.

This isn't really a unit, but I liked some of the more feminist readings, like the feminist critique and the one about abortion by Judith
Jarvis Thomson.

abortion, euthanasia, death penalty

What reading or unit did you least enjoy?

Comments

I least enjoyed the unit about the death penalty since the issue has already been argued to death.

podcasts

The affirmative action reading

Abortion

I least enjoyed the readings about racism and racial integration

Not that I did not enjoy the unit and readings, but I felt that the unit on racism left me without as much clarity as I had hoped for.
Harder to see the larger implications, especially when I feel that it is a topic we could have referenced more present–day
happenings during.

N/A

none

Did not dislike any reading enough to remember it

Nagel – death & Kant – Goodwill and Categorical Imperative

Legacy of racism

unit on racism

Climate change

The unit about poverty

I did not love the topic about death.

I liked all the units, but my least favorite might have been the one about the one about the legacy of racism. I thought all the readings
were interesting, but they didn't always respond to each other or tie together in the ways that some of the other units did, maybe
because the topic is so broad. I still really liked that unit though.

racism
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